
An update on the 
construction of Galloper 
Offshore Wind Farm
New project partnership signals start of 
wind farm construction.
On 30th October 2015, RWE Innogy announced three new project 
partners for Galloper Wind Farm Ltd (GWFL), enabling the construction 
of the Galloper offshore wind project to go ahead. Along with RWE 
Innogy, UK Green Investment Bank (GIB), Siemens Financial Services 
and Macquarie Capital have now become 25% joint equity partners 
bringing significant renewable energy experience and expertise to the 
£1.5bn project. RWE Innogy will continue to lead the development, 
construction and operation of the project, which is scheduled to 
commence operation by March 2018. 

The partnership means that construction can now progress, with work 
starting this month. The project is set to create around 700 jobs during 
the construction period and, once operational, around 90 long-term jobs. 
You can read more about the project partners overleaf.
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Key facts 
Galloper Offshore Wind 
Farm is an extension of 
the operational Greater 
Gabbard Wind Farm off 
the coast of Suffolk

Awarded Development 
Consent in May 2013 by 
the Secretary of State

Project can generate 
enough clean energy for 
up to 336,000 homes* 

At its nearest point, 
located 27km off the 
Suffolk coast

Up to 56 x 6MW wind 
turbines generating  
up to 336MW

Around 800 jobs created

Community benefit fund 
of around £87,500 

Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB) 
fund of £11,000 per year 
for 18 years



The project  
partners
RWE Innogy plans, builds and operates facilities generating power from 
renewable energy across Europe and the UK. Earlier this year RWE Innogy UK 
inaugurated the world’s second largest offshore wind farm, Gwynt y Môr, off the 
coast of North Wales. RWE Innogy UK is a sister company to RWE npower, a 
leading UK energy company. 

Siemens Financial Services (SFS) provides business-to-business financial 
solutions. SFS helps facilitate investments, providing commercial finance, project 
and structured finance with specific asset expertise in the growth fields of 
electrification, automation and digitalization. Employing more than 3,000 people 
worldwide, SFS supports Siemens as well as other companies with their capital 

needs and acts as an expert manager of financial risks within  
the Siemens company.  

UK Green Investment Bank plc (GIB) was launched in November 2012. With 
£3.8bn of funding from the UK Government, it is the first bank of its kind in the 
world. It is a ‘for profit’ bank, whose mission is to accelerate the UK’s transition to 
a greener economy, and to create an enduring institution, operating independently 
of Government. GIB is wholly owned by HM Government. 

Macquarie Group is a global provider of banking, financial, advisory, investment 
and funds management services. Founded in 1969, Macquarie operates in more 
than 65 office locations in 28 countries and employs more than 14,000 people. 
Assets under management amount to approximately €345 billion on 31 March 
2015. Macquarie Capital is the advisory, capital markets and principal investment 
arm of Macquarie Group.

Respecting our 
neighbours
We are committed to minimising potential disruption to our neighbours 
and beach users during the construction period. Every effort will be 
made to keep inconvenience to a minimum and we have taken on board 
valuable feedback received during the construction of Galloper’s sister 
project, Greater Gabbard. In terms of traffic we will have access roads 
from the Sizewell Gap onto the temporary construction working areas 
that site traffic will be routed to. Temporary traffic management, such as 
traffic lights and signs, will be used where necessary to manage traffic 
flows effectively. We will also liaise with EDF at Sizewell B to try and 
avoid undue congestion.

We hope to improve conditions throughout the construction period with 
a temporary traffic speed measure of 40 miles per hour being enforced 
on Sizewell Gap. Deliveries to the site will be planned to take place 
outside peak traffic times whenever possible. 

If you have any concerns or questions during the construction process, 
we welcome you to get in touch via our dedicated phone line or email 
address (details can be found on the back of this newsletter).   Eastern Supergrid Transformer boundary
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The onshore construction site

Your deputy 
site manager
My name is Garrett Roche and I am 
the deputy site manager for Galloper 
Offshore Wind Farm. I am responsible 
for key aspects of the management of the 
construction site. Our number one priority is the health, safety and 
welfare of local residents, beach users and workers.

Over the last couple of months we have been preparing the site 
signage and liaising with our main electrical works contractors, as 
well as visiting people in the local area, hosting a drop-in session 
and meeting with the project Local Liaison Committee.  Our next 
round of consultation is this month and we look forward to updating 
people on the construction programme for the project. As part of that 
commitment, I hope you find this newsletter and our local drop-in 
sessions useful. 

If you have any questions before or during the construction works, 
please feel free to contact the team and we will be happy to help.  
Our contact details can be found on the back of this newsletter.



Your questions 
answered 
Here is a selection of questions 
that we are often asked about 
Galloper Offshore Wind Farm.  
If you can’t find the query you 
have here, please contact us.

Q. Will the work create any pollution into the  
     sea or on the beach?

A. No. We will take action to avoid potential pollution. This includes working closely with an ecology firm  
and our environmental manager. We’ve also worked in consultation with Natural England and Suffolk Coastal 
District Council.

Q. Will any areas be cordoned off? If so, where are they and for how long will they                           
     be inaccessible?

A. One area of the beach, up to approximately 50 x 50 metres in size, will be temporarily fenced off for safety 
reasons during construction from January 2016 to August 2017. This area is where the main cable route runs 
underneath the beach into the sea. This will be the only public area closed off as a result of the construction. 
Once the work is complete, we’ll make sure that the ground is reinstated to its original state.

Q. What effect will the work have on the coast, especially the beach and access to   
     the beach? 

A. Whilst the beach will remain open, there will be some temporary unavoidable disruption during the 
construction period that will require some areas to be temporarily fenced off for safety reasons. These will be 
clearly signposted. Access routes to the beach will remain open and will be maintained during the construction. 
Once work is complete, the ground will be reinstated to its original condition. 

Q. Will the onshore works be noisy?

A. We will need to use a generator for the directional drilling works and for pulling the subsea cables through the 
ducts and, whilst we expect some noise, this will be within the agreed noise conditions that have been specified 
by the local authority. Every effort will be made to mitigate noise.  

Q. What affect will the cable route have on the landscape?

A. Any impact on the landscape will be temporary, and only visible during the construction phase. Once the work 
is complete, affected areas will be reinstated and returned to their original use. Where we have had to cross 
hedgerows and ditches, these will also be reinstated. 

Q. Will the work disturb any habitat?

A. In liaison with an ecology firm and our environmental manager, we will take all necessary steps to mitigate 
potential disturbance to habitat such as using directional drilling to avoid impacting hedge lines and high-density 
habitat areas. As above, we’ve worked in consultation with Natural England and Suffolk Coastal District Council.

Wind farm construction 

What happens next?
We are now ready to construct Galloper 
Offshore Wind Farm, following initial 
work carried out in 2014 to prepare the 
ground for the onshore substation. 
As well as installing 56 six-megawatt Siemens wind turbines offshore, 
key components of the wind farm will include:

• Two buried subsea export cables 
approximately 45km each

• 56 buried subsea array cables linking 
the turbines to the offshore substation 
platform

• One offshore substation.

During this work the beach will remain open and the 
single designated construction area will be clearly 
signposted and secured.

Normal working hours will be 7am to 7pm, from 
Monday to Saturday, for the bulk of the construction. 
However the Development Consent Order allows 24 
hour operations in a few specific areas, if required, 
including some horizontal directional drilling, the 
connection to power lines, abnormal load delivery and 
concrete pouring. We do not anticipate this causing 
noise disturbance. We will notify neighbours and the 

local authority of any work due to take place outside 
normal working hours.

Offshore construction of the wind farm will start in 
June 2016. Some vessel survey work has already 
been carried out close to the shore and will continue 
throughout the project.

We anticipate that the first wind turbine will begin 
generating renewable energy in July 2017 and that the 
project will be fully operational by March 2018.

Phase 1 

Directional 
drilling  

starting March 2016

Phase 2 

South 
marine cable  
starting August 2016

Phase 3 

North 
marine cable  
starting June 2017

There will be three phases of work carried out on Sizewell beach



Current consultations
There are two open consultations for the offshore elements of the project: a draft Offshore 
Decommissioning Programme and a Marine Licence application for the disposal of unexploded ordnance. 
Details on both of these consultations and how you can respond are set out on the Galloper Offshore Wind 
Farm website: 

www.galloperwindfarm.com/documents    (click on current consultations)

Get in touch
This newsletter is the first of our regular construction updates for the local community as the wind farm project 
progresses. You can also find out more about Galloper Offshore Wind Farm on our website.

If you have any questions about the construction process, please feel free to get in touch.

www.galloperwindfarm.com
info@galloperwindfarm.com
0845 078 2941 (during office hours)

For out-of-hours enquiries, please contact the RWE Innogy UK Wind Control Centre on 0845 078 2922 and 
choose OPTION 3 for normal operations or OPTION 1 for emergencies. 
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*Note from front cover statistic. Energy predicted to be generated by the proposal is derived using wind speeds 
monitored in the local area and correlating to suitable reanalysis weather data providing longer term data. The calculations 
are based on an installed capacity of up to 336MW. The energy capture predicted and hence derived homes equivalent 
or emissions savings figures may change as further data are gathered. Equivalent homes supplied is based on an annual 
electricity consumption per home of 4500 kWh. This figure is supported by recent domestic electricity consumption data 
available from The Digest of UK Energy Statistics and household figures from the UK Statistics Authority.

Sizewell beach looking north


