Community newsletter

Highlights
from 2015

Issue 2 | Construction newsletter | February 2016

October

An update on the
construction of Galloper
Offshore Wind Farm

Welcome to the second construction newsletter for Galloper Wind Farm
Ltd (GWFL). 2016 is set to be a busy year for the project, as construction
of the offshore wind farm gets underway. As well as onshore and offshore
construction activity, the community investment programme is continuing
to be rolled out, and supply chain and job contracts awarded. You can find
out about planned activity and what’s been happening in recent months in
this newsletter.
We hope you find this newsletter useful, but if you
would like any further information please don’t
hesitate to contact the team, using the contact details
on the back page.

Galloper Offshore Wind Farm

12-3pm & 4-7pm

• The team meets local residents
and groups at a series of drop-in
sessions.
• Galloper was represented at
the ‘Why Wind Works’ event
that was hosted at OrbisEnergy
in Lowestoft for the renewables
industry and local businesses.

December

Galloper is an extension of the operational Greater Gabbard Wind Farm
and will be located approximately 27km off the Suffolk coast. With 56 x
6MW Siemens wind turbines, generating up to 336MW, the renewable
energy project will be capable of generating enough energy for up to
336,000 homes*.

Thursday 25th February

November

• Peter Aldous MP announced
that the construction of the
project will be coordinated from
the Port of Lowestoft at the OGN
Group facility.

Toby Edmonds, GWFL Project Director

Community drop-in sessions

• RWE Innogy, UK Green
Investment Bank (GIB), Siemens
Financial Services and Macquarie
Capital become 25% joint equity
partners in GWFL.

• The onshore substation site is
being prepared for construction
with welfare provision, fencing
and security all continuing to
be organised.

Beach View Holiday Park Café, Sizewell

Community benefits, jobs & investment

Wind farm construction

Sizewell beach, looking north

An overview of the construction timeline

Galloper Wind Farm Fund – now open for applications!

The Galloper Wind Farm Fund (GWFF) is now open
for applications. The fund aims to contribute to
the appearance, setting, conservation, amenity,
accessibility and enjoyment of the Suffolk Coast and
Heaths Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB)
and the area defined as within a 5km radius of Sizewell
(the location of the Galloper substation).

The GWFF will make £187,000 available
over 17 years, to be paid at £11,000
per annum to Suffolk County Council,
and grants of 100% can be awarded
towards local project costs.
The fund will launch in April 2016 for projects
undertaken in the twelve months from April 2016 to
March 2017. The deadline for applications for the first
round of funding is set for the 22nd of March.
The fund is administered by Suffolk Coast and Heaths
AONB on behalf of Galloper Wind Farm Ltd. A panel
including representatives from Galloper Wind Farm
Ltd, Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Coastal District
Council and Leiston Town Council will meet once a
year to assess projects and award grants.
For more information and advice about the GWFF,
please contact Cathy Smith at Suffolk Coast
and Heaths AONB, on 01394 445225 or email
AONBgrants@suffolk.gov.uk

Safety First
logo

RWE Innogy is leading the construction of the GWFL project on behalf of the project partners,
and has a Safety First policy. The health and safety of employees, contractors, local residents,
and members of the public is our number one priority. The company has also signed up to industry body
RenewableUK’s Wind and Marine Energy Health and Safety Accord. As a signatory we are demonstrating our
commitment and support to deliver health and safety excellence in the UK wind and marine energy sector.

2014
June - November

Initial onshore ground works completed

2015
November

Jobs and supply chain
The development, construction and long term
operation of the Galloper project signifies a
major boost to the UK economy, generating
economic benefits for businesses, creating
around 700 jobs during construction and
around 90 jobs once operational.
Companies interested in working on the
Galloper Wind Farm project can register
for procurement opportunities via the RWE
procurement portal:
https://supplier.rwe.com/irj/portal
To date Galloper has placed contracts with
UK based suppliers from as far afield as
Aberdeen, Peterborough, Manchester, Cardiff
and Lowestoft. Whilst the main project
contracts have now been awarded, there
will continue to be opportunities for
companies to tender for sub-contracts and
smaller contracts throughout the lifetime of
the wind farm.

Local businesses benefit
In November 2015 GWFL, in partnership with Associated British Ports (ABP) and OGN Group, announced that
the construction of the project will be coordinated from the Port of Lowestoft. Around 40 personnel will work
from the OGN Group facility to oversee and coordinate the construction of the project over the two year build
period. The deal signifies a multi-million investment into the local economy both in terms of lease and port
payments and the preparation of the facility. A team, which will include both existing and new local personnel,
will be located in the area until at least March 2018 which is expected to bring positive spin-off benefits to other
local businesses too.

Onshore 132 kV substation construction activity commences

2016

Offshore surveys throughout the year, in particular to identify any unexploded ordnance (UXO)
March/April

Start onshore cable construction. Horizontal directional drilling works commence
at Sizewell beach for cable installation

April

Investigation and clearance of UXO for export cable begins

May/June

Preparation and installation of export cable begins, pre-lay grapnel run is
completed, National Grid commences build of their transformer compound

Summer

Offshore construction begins

December

Complete onshore substation construction works and substation
commissioning commences

2017
Spring/summer

Offshore construction progressing

Summer

First energy generation

2018
March

Construction complete

Commence wind farm operation

Did you know? The wind farm will include:
• 56 six-megawatt Siemens wind turbines

• Two buried subsea export cables, approximately 45km each
• 56 buried subsea array cables linking the turbines to the offshore substation platform
• One offshore substation.
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The onshore construction site
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accesses must lie

Woodland edge planting including
earthworks
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Land returned to pasture

Other electricity cables and utility corridors
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(Drilling and transition)

Land returned to arable

Greater Gabbard substation

Maximum extent of transition bays
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Reptile habitat, long term improvements
(If necessary)

Access Road and car parks

Temporary access road

Grassed areas and earthworks

Habitat area

Greater Gabbard communications pole

Landfall cable working area

Existing woodland

Temporary construction area (substation)

National Grid Eastern Supergrid 			
Transformer compound
National Grid Eastern Supergrid 			
Transformer construction compound
Greater Gabbard existing infrastructure

Beach works in 2016/17

There will be three key phases of work carried out on Sizewell beach from March 2016 to Summer 2017, from initial
horizontal directional drilling work (HDD) to the installation of the marine export cabling to enable the connection
of the wind turbines to the electricity network (next to the onshore substation). Due to the nature of the work and
to maximise the health and safety of those carrying it out, much of it must be done when weather conditions are at
their best. We appreciate this means some of the work will be carried out during the beach’s busiest periods, but

every effort will be made to minimise disruption. Whilst there will be visible activity, the beach will remain open and
the single designated construction area will be clearly signposted and secured. Normal working hours will be 7am to
7pm from Monday to Saturday, for the majority of the construction process.
Phase 1

Directional drilling

Phase 2

South marine cable

starting August 2016

Phase 3

North marine cable

starting June 2017

starting March 2016

The Development Consent Order allows 24 hour
operations of a few specific natures including HDD,
connection to power lines, abnormal load delivery and
concrete pouring, and works on the foreshore. We will
notify neighbours and the local authority of any work
due to take place outside normal working hours.

Traffic management

Site traffic will access the temporary construction working areas via access roads from the Sizewell Gap
along the B1122 from the A12, avoiding Leiston. Temporary traffic management will used where necessary
to manage traffic flows effectively. We are also liaising with EDF at Sizewell B to try and avoid undue
congestion on the road. We hope to improve traffic conditions with a traffic speed measure of 40 miles per
hour being enforced on Sizewell Gap from February 2016 until summer 2017. Deliveries to the site will take
place outside peak times whenever possible.

Respecting our neighbours

Galloper Wind Farm proposed infrastructure

Anchor area

Eastern Supergrid Transformer boundary

We have taken on board valuable feedback received during the construction of Galloper’s sister project,
Greater Gabbard, and also during the consultation events for Galloper held in September and November
last year (2015). This has been shared with the project team. We are committed to minimising potential
disruption to our neighbours and beach users during the construction period.

Substation
Estimated extent of drilling
Estimated extent of optional drilling

Your questions answered
If you can’t find the answer to your
query here, please contact us.
Q. Will any areas be cordoned off? If so,
where are they and how long will they be
inaccessible?
A. One area of the beach approximately 50 x 50
metres in size, will be fenced off for excavation work

periodically between March and August 2016. This
area is where the main cable route runs underneath
the beach into the sea. This will be the only public area
closed off as a result of the construction. Once the
work is complete, we’ll make sure that the ground is
restored to its original state.

Q. What effect will the work have on the coast,
especially the beach and access to the beach?

Q. Will there be heavy plant traffic going onto
the beach, and will they use the Sizewell Café
car park?
A. There will be periodic use of the car park for the
unloading of equipment and plant. These vehicles will
traverse the low tide part of the beach and equipment
will be placed in the fenced off working area. The car
park will then only be used for light vehicles each day
for operatives to access the site. These will run along
the top part of the beach to access the working area.
The route from the car park to the work area along the
top part of the beach will not be fenced off, so access
will be maintained and open to beach users.

Q. Will the onshore works be noisy?

A. Whilst the beach will remain open, there will be
some temporary unavoidable disruption during the
construction period that will require some areas to be
temporarily fenced off for safety reasons. These will
be clearly signposted. Access routes to the beach
will remain open and will be maintained during the
construction. Once work is complete, the ground will
be reinstated to its original condition.

A. A generator will be required for both the horizontal
directional drilling works and for pulling the subsea
cables through the ducts. This work is scheduled to
take place in March and April 2016, during August
2016, and again in spring 2017. The consented
working hours are from 7am to 7pm Monday to
Saturday. Whilst we expect some noise, it is likely
this will be intermittent and will be within the agreed
noise conditions that have been specified by the local
authority. Every effort will be made to mitigate noise.

Q. How many project workers will be on site
around Sizewell beach at any one time?

Q. What affect will the cable route have on the
landscape?

A. We are looking to minimise the number of activities
at the foreshore, but during the peak of our activity
there may be ten to fifteen people working at the
beach area.

A. Any impact on the landscape will be temporary, and
only visible during the construction phase. Once the
work is complete, affected areas will be reinstated and
returned to their original use.

Community drop-in sessions
Thursday 25th February

12-3pm & 4-7pm

Beach View Holiday Park Café, Sizewell

Your deputy site manager Garrett Roche

It’s been a busy few months as we start ramping up ahead of construction proper
and I’m delighted to have met many of the local residents at the drop-in sessions
we hosted in September and November last year. As well as finding out about the
plans for Galloper many of you took the time to give us feedback on your own experiences of
the construction of Galloper’s sister wind farm Greater Gabbard. This has been invaluable and we’ve shared this
information with our main contractors who are on site now.
Beach and site signage is due to be installed in February, and the main onshore construction site for the 132 kV
substation, directly behind Sizewell beach, is well established. Most of the onshore activity will be based around
there, the small section of beach and the onshore substation site on the other side of Sizewell Gap road to the
north west of the beach.
Our next round of consultation is this month (February) and we look forward to updating local residents on the
detailed construction programme for the project.

Community drop-in sessions

We are holding two informal drop-in sessions where you can find out more
about the wind farm, meet the project team and ask us any queries you may have:

Thursday 25th February
12-3pm & 4-7pm
Beach View Holiday Park Café, Sizewell
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Get in touch

This newsletter is the second of our regular construction updates for the local community as the wind farm project
progresses. You can also find out more about Galloper Offshore Wind Farm on our website.

If you have any questions about or during the construction process, please feel free to get in touch.

display www.galloperwindfarm.com
mail2 info@galloperwindfarm.com
telephone 0845 078 2941 (during office hours)
For out-of-hours enquiries, please contact the RWE Innogy UK Wind Control Centre on 0845 078 2922 and
choose OPTION 3 for normal operations or OPTION 1 for emergencies.
*Note from front cover statistic. Energy predicted to be generated by the proposal is derived using wind speeds
monitored in the local area and correlating to suitable reanalysis weather data providing longer term data. The calculations
are based on an installed capacity of up to 336MW. The energy capture predicted and hence derived homes equivalent
or emissions savings figures may change as further data are gathered. Equivalent homes supplied is based on an annual
electricity consumption per home of 4500 kWh. This figure is supported by recent domestic electricity consumption data
available from The Digest of UK Energy Statistics and household figures from the UK Statistics Authority.

